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Rather than narrow the origin of the :Ixii ‘m¥ ,M7 ,]AP%D"TINRD "BXD WY 15
story to a confined period of time, we choose to see the themes within the story as
reaching across the preexilic/postexilic divide. The theme of inclusion would be
pertinent in the late preexilic period as much as in the postexilic period, and Ruth
is not a polemical piece that responds narrowly to one option or the other.
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